
     

 

SIMON DE ANDA MONUMENT 

Simon de Anda y Salazar (October 28, 1701 – October 30, 1776) served as the 

Spanish Governor General of the Philippines from October 1762 – March 1764 

when the British Forces invaded and occupied Manila. De Anda established his seat 

of government at Bacolor, Pampanga making the town as the Capital of the 

Philippines for two years (1762-1764). 

The Anda monument was erected in honor of Gov. General Simon de Anda who 

contributed historical significance to the town of Bacolor. It was inaugurated and 

blessed on October 29, 2012 in commemoration of the 250th year anniversary of 

Bacolor as the seat of Spanish Government with Hon. Jorge Domecq, Ambassador 

of Spain to the Philippines, as the Guest of Honor. 

The name Baculud, means lowland surrounded by highlands and was later renamed 

by the Spaniards through a Decree of the King of Spain as “Villa de Bacolor” or City 

of Bacolor meaning “One of the Only three villas in the Philippines. 



 

OFFICIAL SEAL OF VILLA DE BACOLOR 

Bacolor or Baculud in Capampaǹgan means “highland” was once the Cultural 

Capital of the Province, for which reason it earned the title “Athens of Pampanga.” It 

was declared the provisional Capital of the Philippines by Governor-General Simon 

de Anda of the Spanish resistance during the British Occupation in 1762-1764. 

Following the restoration of peace, King Carlos III of spain (1759-1788) issued 

Decree DATED November 9, 1765, elevating the town into a villa, one of only five 

villas established in the Islands. The honor came with the right to use the Spanish 

royal coat-of-arms (escudo). Villa de Bacolor became the capital of Pampanga until 

1904, when the Americans moved it to nearby San Fernando.  

The royal coat-of-arms consistently appeared in the old Casa Tribunal (town hall) on 

and in all documents which were issued and signed in the villa. It was also 

prominently displayed on the canopy of the post-war town hall until the same was 

obliterated following the lahar tragedy on October 1, 1995. 

 



Through the passage of time, the original historical elements of the coat-of-arms 

became less distinct and lost their proper historical signification, for which reasons 

the Sangguniang Bayan thru the initiative of Hon. CouncilorVoltaire J. San Pedro, 

with technical assistance from DHVTSU Center for Capampangan Culture and the 

Arts, passed SB Resolution No. 43, S-2016 with the approval of Hon. Mayor Jose 

Maria O. Hizon, adopted the Spanish royal coat-of-arms as the official seal of the 

Municipality of Bacolor. 

The seal, consistent with the official Spanish coat-of-arms, bears a heraldic design on 

an escutcheon or shield, forming with the central elements of full heraldic 

achievement consisting of shield, lion, castle, pillar and pomegranate. The castle 

signifies spiritual power and vigilance. The Lion is an emblem of deathless courage 

popularly used by valiant warriors. The pillars signify the Pillars of Hercules. The 

pomegranate is a symbol of fertility and abundance. The motto Pluribus Unum, 

Non Plus Ultra (“Out of Many No Further na Beyond”). The crown signifies the 

Royal Crown of Spain and thus highlights the importance of Bacolor among its most 

favored towns. 

The adoption of the seal affirms the rich historical and cultural significance of 

Bacolor to the Province of Pampanga and the Philippines, and heralds the 

indomitable spirit of the good people of Bacolor, ever resilient in the midst of war, 

calamities and other adversities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

San Guillermo Parish Church 

The town’s parish church located at Cabambangan (Poblacion) which is now half 

buried due to lahar mudflows in early 90’s and is comparable with the Cagsawa 

Church in Albay, Bicol.  It was constructed by the Agustinian Friars in 1576 on the 

lot of Don Guillermo Manabat, a rich landlord believed to be the founder of 

Bacolor.  Despite being half-buried, the Church is still being used as a place of 

worship, especially for Bacoloreṅos who demonstrated their strong faith, undying 

spirit and resiliency in times of calamities. The Church was already a renowned 

tourist destination prior to lahar tragedies, now both local and foreign tourists flock 

to the church whose remaining features were preserved and maintained. 



 

FELIX NAPAO GALURA MONUMENT 

The Father of Capampangan Grammar, translated many prayers and other Spanish 

writings in Kapampangan. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PABLO ANGELES DAVID MONUMENT  

Pablo "Ambo" David Angeles, (August 17, 1889 - May 16, 1965) was a Filipino 

magistrate and statesman. During his career, he became a Judge, a member of the 

Philippine House of Representatives, Governor of Pampanga and senator of the 

Philippines. 



 

JUAN CRISOSTOMO CABALLA SOTO 

MONUMENT 

Juan Crisostomo “Crissot” C. Soto, was a poet, dramatist, journalist and 

newspaperman. He was also known as Crissot, the “Father of Pampango Literature.” 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

DEATH MARCH MARKER 

The Bataan Death March (Filipino: Martsa ng Kamatayan sa Bataan - was the 

forcible transfer by the Imperial Japanese Army of 60,000–80,000 Filipino and 

American prisoners of war from Saisaih Point, Bagac, Bataan and Mariveles to 

Camp O'Donnell, Capas, Tarlac, via San Fernando, Pampanga, where the prisoners 

were loaded onto trains. The transfer began on April 9, 1942, after the three-month 

Battle of Bataan in the Philippines during World War II. The total distance 

marched from Mariveles to San Fernando and from the Capas Train Station to 

Camp O'Donnell is variously reported by differing sources as between 96.6 and 

112.0 km (60 and 69.6 mi). Differing sources also report widely differing prisoner of 

war casualties prior to reaching Camp O'Donnell: from 5,000 to 18,000 Filipino 

deaths and 500 to 650 American deaths during the march. The march was 

characterized by severe physical abuse and wanton killings, and was later judged by 

an Allied military commission to be a Japanese war crime. 
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Museo de Bacolor - Part of the Church is the Recuerdos Sagrados de 

Bacolor (Sacred Memorabilia of Bacolor) or Museum. Near the façade of the parish 

church is a museum which contains the history of the church. It also contains 

paintings of the Pinatubo eruption in 1991. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

JUDGE DE JESUS MANSION 

The only old spanish house that remain in the municipality 

after the Mt. Pinatubo eruption. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


